204         THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
primary schools, the introduction of agriculture
as a technical subject would be contrary to the well-
established principle that primary education should
limit itself to essentials and disregard what is not
indispensable* In India the need for following
this principle is the greater because a lapse into
illiteracy is a phenomenon too familiar in this
country.
A lapse into illiteracy is especially common in
the rural areas. Its causes are irregular attend-
ance, shortness of the period of schooling and the
lack of opportunities in the villages for continuing
the practice of reading and writing. The intro-
duction of compulsory education will considerably
minimise, though not entirely eliminate, this evil.
For maintaining the gain in literacy, adult schools
and libraries will have to be opened in the villages
on a wider scale than has yet been attempted,
Besides arresting a lapse into illiteracy and add-
ing to the knowledge of those who are already
acquainted with the elements of education, adult
education is an effective means of spreading liter-
acy among those who have received no schooling
at all in their younger days* If it is desired that
illiteracy should be removed from the country as
speedily as possible, vigorous measures will have
to be adopted not only for bringing under instruc-
tion illiterate children but even illiterate adults.
The need for the reform of secondary educa-
tion in India is no less urgent than that or primary
education/ The chief defect in our system of
secondary education is, as has been pointed out by